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EY LERIN MADOLE

Miss Helen’s School
celebrates 60 years

o a G-year-old, 80 years
spems like an eternity to

fatham. 50 the children of

Ifise Helen's Private

School in Tulsa are all buzzing

with excitemnent in celebration

15 Gl-year anniversary

answer to the o
hiow the school has lasted &
years, Executive Directar Lynda

Winga says, "When we enmoll a

child, we enroll the family,”

100's mother-in-law
whao founded Miss Helen's,
wanted the family-owned school
ta also be family-focused, o ving
students a sense of belonging to
the Miss Helen's family long after
they graduated

From it's inception, Miss
Helen's had high-quality educa
tiom at it's core. Wingo is prowd of
the “diverse body of familiss
that make up the schoals enroll-
ment.

They're families that are in
terested In education, "she said,
"not just dayecare.”

Miss Helen was a kinder-
garten teacher in Tulsa Public
Schools at a time when most
wWorten were homemakers,

“she had quite a vision and
was a pionesr as a woman in the
fifties starting a business," Wingo
pointad out. She recognized the
need for children to hawve a transi-
tion between the routines of
home life and the structure of a
classroom

She recruited three friends to
wiork with her as she developed a
unique program. It was designad
for young attention spans and as
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an introduction to the classmoom,
giving children the oppartunity to
expenence different teachers

"Miss Helen's goal
create a comflorntable feel for the
kids that felt like a home away
from home,” Wingo said.

Increased demand from par-
ents for more offerings in the
school created cpportunity for fur-
ther grawth,

"We'va added Spanish in
with cur music classes as well as
some technology and handwrit-
ing,” Winga said. She added that
current tachnology and games
offer g0 many more teaching tools
than were available 60 years ago,
making the additional material
easier and easter Lo incorporate
into the program,

Today, Miss Helen's Privata

as Lo

ol allers classes for children
ugh the fifth grade. Wingo
gaid that teachers challenge the
children to their highest patential,
finding thedr strengths and weak-
nesses, and really working to pre
pare them for sixth grade
When asked about the fu

tura 4f the achool, Winga said,
“With my own dawghter and
granddavghter now working in
the schoal, | would love to see the
school continue on as & family-fo-
<used school. The family unit has
changed over the years, but we
gtill want to maintain a family
feeling for the child, They're with
us 50 many waking hours, I don't
whant that to ever change. | want
every child that comes through to
leave with a loving fesling, a
sense of accomplishmant, and the
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knowladege that they ware par of
something really special ™
S0 with the past, presant
and future of the school in mind,
Misz Helen's is pulling aut all the
stops for a truly celebratory vear
A father-daughter dance, called
the ‘Mustache Bash,” took place
i March with a mother-san
‘Rockin' Rollin® Skate MNight® hat
on its heals. The students accu-
mulated large quantities of Play-
dough that they then combined
into one ge Gl-pound ball in
vhservance of the G0th class day
in the school’s 60th year. It just so
happens that Hashro, the makers
of the baeloved Play-dough are
also celabrating their 60th an
ruversary this year. Mise Helan's
staff hopes to make a connection
with them to share in each
other's successes
Students are also writing
poems and collecting treasures to
be included in a time capsule to
ber buried on the school property
A flashmob dance is scheduled o
take place, complete with festive
t-shirts for the occasion. August
will bring an Open House full of
activities for adults and children
alike. Then, in September, a
grand appreciation event in
planned at the Hardrock Casing
for alumni, teachers, staff. coun-
selors, legislators and any others
that have taken part in the
achoal's growth ower the years.
Later that month will be & coun-
try styla family event at the Tulsa
Events Canter with ‘Boots '
Bling' as a thame



